THE LABOUR PROBLEM
for any reason the demand for coal Increases it
becomes profitable to work poorer mines and
necessary to employ more miners, while the richer
mines make abnormal profits: conversely., if the
demand for coal falls off, prices sink till it be-
comes impossible to operate the poorer mines,
while the richer ones yield smaller profits, and
the industry as a whole requires less labour.
Now, during the War, coal was a vital neces-
sity x: the coal-producing countries needed all the
coal they could raise, irrespective of the cost of
production; as they had mobilized many of their
younger and more efficient miners they raised it
at a greater cost, which of course was bound
1 One of the chief causes of the collapse of Russia appears
to have been a shortage of coal Before the War Russia drew
15 per cent, of her coal supplies from the Polish coalfield on
the German border, imported another 15 per cent, from Eng-
land and Germany, and produced only 70 per cent, in the
interior, chiefly from the Donetz coalfield. As on the out-
break of War coal imports stopped and the Germans occupied
the Polish coalfield, coal shortage began at once. On top of
this the Russian Government mobilized its coal miners
(although it had no arms for them!) with the result that it
had not coal enough either to transport its armies or to carry
food supplies to Petersburg. Hence defeat, starvation, and
revolution.
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